
Days 6 and 7 

Both were light training days since they were match days.  On Monday, the group toured the City of 

Rotterdam prior to the games.  On Tuesday, the teams had a trip to the Feyenoord Fan Shop and a tour 

of the stadium.   One of the most exciting events of the trip occurred on Tuesday morning during 

training.   The Feyenoord Professional team held training on the field next to ours.  After our session 

ended, the players were able to watch part of the Feyenoord training session.  The Coaching staff and 

Owen Parrish were able to meet the playing and coaching staff including one of Simon Bird’s heroes 

Giovanni VanBronckurst (Feyenoord Manager First Team Coach) and Dirk Kuyt (Feyenoord First Team 

Captain), who is one of Owen’s favorite soccer players.   

The Boys Team began their first game against the Feyenoord AV U17 boys on Monday night at 

Varkenoord.  The first half of the game was very evenly matched as the score was 0-0 at halftime.  After 

a quick trip to the locker room, Feyenoord scored two back to back goals in the first 2 minutes of the 

second half.  Kentucky rebounded quickly with two quick goals as Andrew Minnis (5th minute) and Tyler 

Kenney (header in the 8th minute) evened the score.  Kentucky pulled ahead in the 11th minute with a 

goal by Caleb Wilson.  Adam Snow ended the scoring with the fourth goal in the 21st minute.  The final 

score was 4-2.  Simon Bird commented:  “Considering the limited amount of time that the team has 

played together, I thought we were very organized defensively and worked hard to limit the opposition’s 

attacking threats.  We were able to win the ball back in good areas of the field and counter attack with 

pace very effectively.  We created numerous chances in the second half.  Overall, we were very pleased 

with the performance.” 

Across town, the girls played a U19 Barendrecht Amateur team comprised of players from ages 16 to 21.  

It was a very competitive match as both sides created several good chances to score.  The Kentucky girls 

did a good job of trying to implement the style of play that the Feyenoord Coaches worked on 

throughout the week.  According to Coach Josh Hess, “We were focused on things like receiving the ball 

across your body, making the field as big as possible, playing out from the back, and trying to find good 

combinations in the attacking third.   Surprisingly, the team we played was very direct and their goal 

came from a very quick counter attack on a misplaced pass.  All of our issues were team issues including 

defensive team shape and communication.  These are things that would be overcome and improved 

upon given more time and training.  Overall, it was a great opportunity.  The girls understood that they 

carried the game and had more chances, but we needed to be more clinical in front of the goal.  We 

would have gotten a better response.  The level of play was good and we were very pleased overall with 

the match.” 

On Tuesday night, the boys played Spartaan ’20 U17.  This team was in a higher division than the team 

we played on Monday.  Spartaan is in the third division of their age group and are 4th in their age group.  

They presented an even tougher challenge for the players in addition to them having tired legs from 

having a match the day before.  “Although the result wasn’t what we would have hoped for (7-0 loss), it 

presented an eye opening experience for the players and gave them an idea of the quality of talent in 

this country.  The players definitely learned a lot of things from this game that they can take home and 

use to work toward their goals and dreams” commented Coach Matt Vogel.   

Unfortunately, the outcome of the girls’ Tuesday night match was not what they hoped.  They played 

ADO Den Haag and lost 8-1.   Unlike the typical game with two 45-minute halves, we played three 30- 

minute periods.   The girls started a little slow during the first period.  Through the second period, the 



team improved their scoring chances by getting behind the defense.   As a result, Meron Roach scored 

the only Kentucky goal.   Coach Kaitlyn Smith commented:  “We started the game being too compact 

while in possession and improved by opening up the field and finding open spaces and passing lanes.  

We played a strong and talented professional team with very technical players who have played 

together for a number of years.  Although the score didn’t really reflect it, the girls fought very hard.  

Overall, they improved upon the things that the Feyenoord coaches emphasized during the week.      

 

 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 


